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Advertiſement, 


Tu E aig if this Letts way 
lately found among the papers of a 
Gentleman who was formerly about 
the perſon of the great Prelate to 
whom they are addreſſed. It was 
incloſed in a cover directed to his 
Grace, and ſtamped with the mark 
of the Poſt- office from whence it was 
diſpatched, and might poſſibly be put 
into the hands of the perſon 1 in whoſe 
cuſtody it was found, with ſome view 
of his publiſhing ſomething by way 


of animadverſion on its contents, of 
which this Gentleman was full as 
capable as any one man in the king- 

dom, who hath no better cauſe to 
Y A 2 manage. 


W Advertiſement. 
manage. But the Policy of the Church 
taking a turn about that time, to the 
: peaceable colitifels. of | TIFLEING, 
(in which ſhe hath fince been uncom. 
monly ſucceſsful, even with reſpeg 
to ſuch writings as have paſſed the 
preſs) it is conjectured, that all con- 
tentious operation upon this Letter 
had been countermanded, upon the 
conſideration, that what would be 
gained by expoſing the folly and ata 
of this Remonſtrant, would by no 
means pay the expence in any returns 
of intereſt to the Churcb, or of renoun 
to the great man to whom the Re 
monſtrance was made. But theſe 
motives for ſuppreſſing it, having no 
weight with the Editor, the Letter 
is now offered to the public, rather 
as a matter of curioſity, than with 
9 8 any 


Advertiſement. >” v 
any expectation that the Church, or 
the Pillars which ſupport her, ſhould 
be either the better or the worſe for 
it. It is only neceſſary to add, that 
though the Editor is : ſenſible there 
are ſeveral errors in the manuſcript, 
he hath here given a literal copy of 
it in print, to prevent all ſurmiſe 
chat it is either a fictitious production, 
or a counterfeit reſemblance of a ge- 
nuine epiſtle, which ſeveral perſons 
now living know to have been re- 
ceived by the K at the time 
it bears date. 
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TO THE * 


Moſt Reverend the Lord Archbiſzop of 
CANTER * 8 Fu ** 
e eee | 


PRIVATE CLERGYMAN, 


E 


MY LORD, 


Seeg I E ane which every "TY 
0 T & man bears to the Fathers of the 
Auen Church in which he is a Miniſter, 

and particularly to the Prelate at 
the, head of them, will, I hope, incline your 
Grace to diſpenſe with ſome want of form 
in this Addreſs, which comes. from an infe- 


A4 rior 


= ——_—_— 
rior of that order, and more eſpecially when 
your Grace is informed that the ſubject of 
theſe papers is, in the writer's opinion, of 


the higheſt importance to the welfare and 
credit of the Chriſtian church. DF 


I am very ſenſible how little your Grace's 


ſe 

momentous occupations will admit of inter. Wl c: 
ruption on a leſs intereſting ſubject; nor n 
would it appear to be proper or pardonable n 
to give your Grace more trouble on hi, 6 
than is abſolutely neceſſary to explain the | 
caſe in hand, and to recommend it to your l 


Grace's ſerious conſideration ; to which it i; 
humbly ſubmitted without farther 8 


or * 


a 


Your a will need no information from 
me, concerning the riſe, progreſs and event 

of a late application to the public from the 
preſs in favour of a Review of our Liturgy; 
an application which has been thought by 
many fincere friends to our Church and 
Civil conſtitution to have deſerved a very 
; particular regard from the Bench where your 
/ Grace 


{x- 3 1 

Grace preſides; and which; a8 is faid; it 
woe = have had, - provided i it had been intro- 
duced to their notice with proper circum- 
ſtances, and by a ſufficiently conſiderable 
hand. Concerning which, as I know no- 
thing, I have nothing to ſay, but what every 
ſerious chriſtian ſhould think; that if the 
cauſe itſelf had any intrinſic merit, it ought 
not to have been rejected by ſuch a body of 
men for the want of a fe formalities, or 
even for the want of any- thing, but the 
poſſibility of altering any of our preſent forms 
upon ny _— N . 

Be that as it may. The conſequences of 
that. attempt, feeble and unſupported. as it 
appeared to be when it was made, are ſuch 
as plainly diſcover the propoſal has not 
wanted the attention of very able and worthy 
men, whom the plain and honeſt ſtate of un- 
deniable facts, in the Free and Candid Diſqui- 
tions, ſeems to have incouraged to publiſh 
their ſentiments on one of the points there 
treated on, with a freedom which is almoſt 
without precedent on ſo delicate a ſubject. 

Your 


Lour Grace * 1 n I am referring 


* the author of the Eſay on Spirit, and the 


Writecs who have ſeconded that performance, 


whole inquiries have ſet the Arbungſan con 


troverly in ſo new, and at the ſame time ſ 
striking a point of light, that a ſerious Clep 
gyman who. ſhould hereafter venture to ſub. 
ſcribe to our common forms, without a com- 
petent ſearch in the Scriptures 4vbetber th 
ting are fo, would probably, upon reflexion, 
find ſome —_— to __ himſelf to his 


.Qwn heart. 


That your Grace is not A aa 
of this perplexing caſe, the world is made 
| very ſenſible by the ſecond page of Mt 
g Knowles $ anſwer to the above-mentioned 


| Eſſay. An anſwer by no means ſatisfactory 
even to the Athanafians themſelves, ſome of 
: whom have been heard to ſay, that it wa 


neither worthy of the cauſe it pretends ta 


4 i nor of your i s patronage. 


In the mean time the truly conſcientious 
_ Clergy are anxious and diſcouraged. The 
nen offered abt this Creed, and 

many 


\ 


1s). 

many ofher things which occur in our daily 
miniſtrations, are plauſible, and, for ought we 
know, may be uit and ſahd. Iay, my Lord, ; 
for ought we know ; for yourGrace needs 
not be told, that a large majority of us fave 
not given, nor indeed ars made capable of 
ging matters of this nature that previous 
deliberation which is neceffary to form a com- 
petent judgment pon them, before our en- 
trance intoſthe miniſtry. And, to that ſo 
many parochial duties and family cares ſue- 
ceed that I am afraid we of the inferior 
claſs, who are doonjed to bear the: burden and 
beat of the day, Have but little leiſure and leſs 
means to acquire this kind of learning by 
our own induſtry, In theſe circumſtances, 
and with this ſlender proviſion, it is our 
isfortune to be called by unavoidable: oc- 
caſions into a. variety of companies, where 
with great freedom our Church forms are 
brought into debate, as well by the members 
of our own communion, as diſſenters and 
adverſaries of different denominations; many 
of whom however, bating the reproach of 
an invidious name, appear to be men of 
candor, 


8 1 12 1 
de — and good ſenſe, ſufficientu Miicon 

intitle their ſentiments and obſervations 9 
5 a Rug — 
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In this gains we ins 105 townnk to 
our ſuperiors for ſuch aids and inſtructiom 
as men of inferior talents and limited pro. 

vinces do from time to time require. And 

1 beg leave to aſſure your Grace, there new 

Was an ne when” we "ue more occa- 

_— die 


\ conſul * alas! fo it is, that very little of 
tis inſtruction is to be had 1 in 95 to 

our neceflitics. ATE 
Our Biſhops and Archdeacons charges, 
when we are favoured with them, which is 
but ſeldom, are commonly ſhort and gene- 
ral: conſiſting chiefly of declamatory enco- 
miums on our own ſyſtem, and reflexions 
on the principles of the adverſary; of poli- 
tical obſervations which we underſtand not, 
and allufions to facts we never heard of; 
with, ;\ PORES; ſome few gentle directions 
concerning 


( 3 }Þ 

concerning our conduct, which, if they had 
the leaſt experience of the condition, abi- 
ities, commerce and connexions' of the in- 
ferior Clergy, their Lordſhips would know 
to be impracticable. 


What reep at bis Biſhop's palace a 
poor Clergyman would meet with, who 
ſhould deſire more explicit rules for his 
behaviour on theſe critical occaſions, I can- 
not gueſs, having never heard of any Who 
applied for ſuch rules, though I have known 
ſome who have earneſtly defired, and very 
much wanted them. Their Lordſhips are 
not eaſy of acceſs, nor fond of being inter- 
rupted by buſineſs which cannot be wg 
uy by their officers, 


We have hard nd that when their 
W Lordſhips think proper to open themſelves 
to particular friends, it is generally in ſuch | 
maxims as theſe—** That' we ought to ac- 
« quieſce in the wiſdom of our ſuperiors — 
„to take no notice of petulant objectors, 
e unleſs it be to refer them to the ancient 
Fn „ Worthies 


[ww] 
et Worthies of the Church, who have, 0 
< former occalions anſwered: all cavils thy 
« can be brought againſt her, to the ſat, 
* faction of all reaſonable WC 


But 1 am 1 their Lovdſhips do not 
ſufficiently conſider the tinies we live in. 
The Laity are grown more knowing, and 
conſequently more inquiſitive than hereto. 
fore. New books have afforded new lights, 
The circumſtances which made. theſe old 
Anſwers go down with our anceſtors are 
quite changed. The Anſwers are found, 
upon examination, to be trifling and inſut- 
ficient. The Objections, conſequently ſtand 
in the light of new objections to the preſent 
generation, and nothing will now ſatisfy 
them but ne anſwers. 


5 May 7 wand "TY your Grace's leave to en- 
emplify this caſe by a ſtriking | inſtance? 
A ſmall Tract was publiſhed not long ago 
with this title, An appeal to the common ſenſe 
of all chriſtian people, more particularly ih 


mods of the Church of England, with re- 
| gard 


15 E 5 

gerd to an important Point of faith and probes 
impoſed _ acts Mr 9 n. e 
* 1 ; |; 14. Lb . 4.4 | 


«2 07 S e ir 7 | 
In this little lets every text wining: to 

the doctrine of the Trinity 1 is exhibited with 
a ſhort and plain comment, in language 
which is eafily underſtood, if not by the 
meaneſt, yet certainly by very ordinary capa- 
cities. And if theſe expoſitions of Scripture 
are true expoſitions, the Errors in the Atha- 
* Creed are n and nm, 5 


Ke crab if 2 be true, 7 the e 
1 ; Churchman, But the luck of it is, they 


are erroneous and heretical, and have 

deen ſhewn to be ſo by Gentlemen of the 

« firſt name for learning and judgment, 

« who have undertaken and effected the 

© vindication of this Creed, long before the 
" * author of the in was 5 born.” 


bags de w. But then ith We il | 
fortune. Theſe Gentlemen, unable as it 
TONE ſeem, to give a plain eaſy ſenſe to 

theſe 


may be critical, may be juſt; but while they 


+ 
theſe texts favourable to their own fide (as ig 
done by the appellant, not only from. the 
drift of the context, but by a fair compa. 
riſon with parallel places) are obli ged to 
have recourſe to laboured criticiſms on par- 
ticular words, to ſcholaſtic diſtinctions, phi- 

loſophical definitions, and arbitr ary inter- 
pretations of Fathers and Popes, which by 
no art of man can be made plain to con- 
mon underſtandings. 9 
It is in vain therefore, my Lord, to refer 
plain chriſtians to theſe old anſwers for their 
ſatisfaction. Theſe ſcientific expoſitions of 
the Athanaſian Doctors may be orthodox, 


lie in this obſcurity to vulgar apprehenſions, 
there will always be this reaſonable preju- | 
dice againſt the truth of them; namely, 
that the Goſpel of Chriſt was preached to 
and defigned for the uſe of the poor ; and 
conſequently, what the poor do not, and 
cannot be made to underſtand, is either no 
part of the genuine Goſpel of Chriſt, or no 
ſuch part as e to give either poor or 
rich 
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« Very well ; ſays the Defendant, we 5 do 7 
« not inſiſt upon your underſtanding: the 
« Athanaſian Creed, we only ſay you ſhould 
« jvjieve the Doctrine of it in general,: Which 
 we- ſuppoſe you may underſtand, if you 
« will; and for the reſt the beſt; advice we 
can give you is to Acquieſce, and not to 
« diſturb the Church with your private 
ſcruples and objections which: ſne does 
not inquire after. n Nn and 
R 1 i us. a 28 1 beef 
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part of the people, that the reaſon of their 
applying to others for ſatisfaction, is becauſe 
they cannot ſatisfy themſelves. They do not 
know how they ſhall underſtand and believe 
Doctrines in general which conſiſt of particu- 
lar propoſitions that are at to be underſtood. 
They deſire to acquieſce. But in what ſhall 
they acquieſce? Shall they atquieſce' in an 
obligation to dene upon the peril of their 
Wl 8-2. _ falvation, 


Wi 
| abrkthents what they do not, cannot under. 
ſtand? This is preciſely what creates their 
anxiety. The people are not critics and 
philoſophers, but they have their ſhare g 
common ſenſe. They have not enough 
that kind of ſenſe which is requiſite for un. 
derſtanding the Athanaſian Creed; but the 
have ſenſe enough to know that they had 
better believe any thing than periſh: ever. 
laſtingly. The Church requires them 00 
denounce: with their own mouths eternal 
perdition upon themſelves. and all other 
vtho do nat believe the contents of the Atha- 
naſian Creed. They cannot be made to ui. 
derſtand that the contents of this Creed are 
conformable to the Goſpel of Chriſt. On 
the other ſide, they are made to underſtand, 
by plain arguments, that there is great pro- 
bability the Athanaſin Doctrine is at con- 
formable to the Doctrine of the Goſpel. The 
Church ſtill perſiſts in requiring them to 
believe and denounce as above, without af- 
fording any new lights to their underſtand- 
ings. Is this a ſtate for a reaſonable creature 
to acquieſce in? Is this the method in which 
| FO Ks the 
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S D. 


RF 
the Fathets of the Chutch ſhould treat thoſs | 
wuls fot whom Chriſt aled? Is this the way 


| #6 7 the weak, 1 to comfort the 25 

The tort 1 is "_ The ene «it 
neither explain her Doctrinie to the people, 
nor ſuffer em to acquieſce in their igrjo- 
rance of it. She diſcourages their inquiries; 
and yet forces: them to be inquifitive. She 
 obliges them to be explicit in condemting 
themſelves and others to eternaf trifery, for 
that which ſhe either cannot or will not thew 
them, to be a crime. She has not yet ex ca- 
{hetr4 either condemned or confuted the Ef- 
ſay on Spirit or the Appeal to common Senſe. 
And yet holds with Athanaſius that the au- 
| thor of them both ſhall periſh everlaſtingly. 
For aſſuredly neither of theſe men hint of 
the Trinity, as the Church by the mouth of 
Arhangfus pronounces every one muſt think, 
who wil be ſaved. 


This condutt of the church of f England, 
my Lord I call. unreaſonable, nay I. call it 


B 2 unchriſtian. 


land were Arian and ſhould deal the ſame meg. 
and Churchmen forſake the ſpirit, the ſim. 


Golpel, and hetake themſelves to the cunning 
craftineſs of worldly politics, they may be 


Quakers, Methodiſts, or whatever, yelſe you 
pleaſe to call them, but er they: gan 


that which i 15 good. The policy of the Church 


| « tight and cloſe. The Church of "England 


& is a compact body, and has the law. on her 
« fide. Adhere to the eſtabliſhment a as ſuch 


% anſwer them not a word. They muſt 
Fc comply or ſtarye,” at 


1 20 I uo 
unchriſtian. And 1 ſhould call it unreaſon. 
able and unchriſtian, if the Church of Eng. 


© — - « * o 


ſure. to the Athanaſians. © Whilſt Churches 


plicity, the charity, and edification of the 


Athanaſians, Arians, Socinians, Papiſts, 
Epiſcopalians, Preſbyterians,.. Anabaptiſts 


not be. 


* — . Vs : 
* 5 * 5 n * 


The Goſpel fays, Prove all things,” ball I fa 0 


ſays, © Hold faſt all things good and bad, 


1 with all your | heart and ſoul, and if there 


be ever ſo many remonſtrants againſt par- 
ticular defects, ſuperfluities or corruptions, 


\ 4 F 
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0 my Lord! did the Proteſtants ſet up 
upon, t theſe principles ? Had there been one 
Proteſtant in the world, if theſe principle 
had prevailed? . 


For, that I may not be miſtaken by your 
Grace, the remonſtrants Imean to plead for 
are thoſe only who are ſo upon proteſtant 
principles; who have no other view in call- 
ing for a reform, than to have the govern- 
ment, the diſcipline and the worſhip of the 
Church reduced to and regulated by the ge- 
nuine principles of the chriſtian Religion. 
In how many inſtances the Church of Eng- 
and is faid, and I am afraid, proved to have 
deviated from and counteracted theſe prin- 
ciples, your Grace has no occaſion to be! in- 
formed M me. 


It is in vain to ſay, as ſome would pretend, 
that theſe remonſtrances are no more than 
the clamours and cant of ſome diſcontented 
or ſome fanatical ſpirits. The treatiſes that 
have been written to ſolicit a review of our 
Church affairs, ſhame this Pretence even to 
„„ © ridicule, 


L e2 ] 
ridicule. They demonſtrate to all impartia 
and diſintereſted judges, that, let the ſtation 
and influence of the authors be what Jt will 
there are but few better or wiſer men in the 
three kin * 


But be this as it may. The want of a u. 
formation is felt and confeſſed by thouſand, 
who do not deſire to be judges for the pub. 
lic, or even for themſelves, in a matter of thi 
conſequence. They are contented to har 

the cauſe referred to Parliament, to a Royal 

commiſſion, in ſhort te any ſelect body of 
ſincere capable and diſintereſted chriſtians, 

and by the deciſions of ſuch a body they vil 
bind W to abide. 


They deſire indeed to except againſt the 
Convocation, not merely for the ſake of what 
has formerly happened in aſſemblies ſo called, 
but on account of a notion they entertain, 
that our Biſhops and great Churchmen are 
diſaffected to any reformation in the Church, 
and ſteadily determined, to obſtruct it, as 
tar as in them lies; in every ſhape. They 

„ ttmink 


„ 
think their Lordſhips, if they would put their 
hands heartily to the work, ſetting forth a 
true ſtate of the caſe in a proper - petition to 
the Throne, they might certainly accompliſh 
it without much difficulty or inconvenience: 


Whilſt this, in our preſent circumſtances, re- | 


mains undone or unattempted, ſerious men 
have no way of accounting for this acquieſ- 


cence of their Lordſhips, but by ſuppoſing 


cither that their Lordſhips are convinced 
that all is perfectly right in the Church, and 


agreeable to the word of God; or that their 


| Lordſhips are afraid their preſent repoſe 
might be diſturbed, or their revenues dimi- 
| niſhed ; ſuſpecting probably that a thorough 


reformation might end in an increaſe of their 


epiſcopal labours, a reduction of their ſuper- 


fluous expence, and conſequently of the 


funds which arp it. 


The firſt of: theſe can hardly be the caſe. 
It is next to impoſlible their Lordſhips ſhould - 


ſuffer ſo many impreſſions to be made upon 


the people to the diſadvantage of the Church 


vithout one ſenſible word of an anſwer, if 
* 4 „ 
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| their Lordſhips. were really convinced: that 
the Church is free from the * niht 
n to her 18 TSA 


And if ther Lorddhips raiſe their objeQion; 
to a reform in the Church from any appre- 
henſions that their own eaſe and affluence 
may in the event be affected by it, long ex- 
perience hath taught us in many ſimilar caſes 
how little we are to expect from reaſons and 
arguments drawn from public utility and 
edification, when oppoſed to conſiderations 
of this kind. 


It is however an opinion eſpouſed by men 
who are not ſuſpected of wanting either can- 
dor or judgment, that if the Laity both in 
high and low ſtations were not become cor- 
rupt, diſſolute and trifling to an extreme de- 
gree, and averſe and inattentive to almoſt 
every thing ſerious and of public importance, 
it would not be poſſible for the Clergy, obſti- 
nate and determined as they are, to prevent 
an effectual examination into the preſent 
ſtate of our eccleſiaſtical affairs, * No peo- 
OE uM ple, 


„ 
« ple, in all hiſtory, ſay theſe Gentlemen, 
te have been known to ſubſiſt for any long 
« time under ſuch a load of vice and impiety 
« as we have among us. Nor is it poſſible 
à our people ſhould be ſo deeply infected 
« with theſe fatal corru ptions, but through 
e the negligence and evil examples of the 
public teachers of religion; whoſe manners, 
* employments, principles and abilities, 
« ſhould therefore be the firſt and moſt Ty 
e mediate object of a parliamentary in- 
55 quiry. 3 


An 5 charge, my Lord, upon the 
Clergy! But how ſhall we acquit ourſelves? 
Shall we ſay, or ſhould we be believed in 
ſaying, that the Clergy do their duty in all 
reſpects? That they are, in general, labo- 
rious, faithful and vigilant in the Paſtoral 
care; patient and gentle towards all men; 
modeſt, humble and condeſcending to the 
poor às well as the rich; contented with 
their ſtation, and unambitious of wealth 
and power; in all things approving themſelves 

as the Miniſters of God, and enſamples io the 


Jock, 
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flck in word, int Fa in charity, z 
ſpirit, in faith, in purity? = If this be true 
it can hardly be true too that the flock of 
God, having thus their portion of ſpirituz 
food in due ſeaſon, ſhould profit fo little 
under the Miniſtry of ſuch Paſtors. Lay 
the two facts together, and the plain con. 
ſequence will be, that our office is abſolutely 
_ Uſeleſs, and that the public might very wel 
ſpare the millions that are expended upon a 
particular order of men, under the notion of 
rewarding a ſervice they cannot poſſibly per- 
form, namely, that of making the indie 
duals' of the community better than they 


would be otherwiſe for all the purpoſes of 
civil ſociety. 


But let God be true, and every man who 
| makes theſe inferences, a liar, The pre- 
miſes are falſe, and the concluſion is impi- 

| ons; inaſmuch as the reflexion ſuggeſted in 

it would fall not upon the Clergy, but upon 
the Chriſtian religion itſelf, which will never 
be found to have fallen ſo far ſhort in its 


—— where the means of knowledge 
| and 
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and edification-1t affords have been "oy 
and fatbfall „ a 


The alternative chen is, © that. the d 
are ſothful and ſecular, either unfit for the 
office they have undertaken, or uncancerned 
about the faithful diſcharge of it; and ſo 
upon examination we find it. 


- - 


T he collective body of the Clergy, ex- 
cepting a very inconſiderable number, con- 
fiſts of men whoſe lives and ordinary occu- 
pations are moſt foreign to their profeſſion. 
We find among them all ſorts of ſecular 
characters; Courtiers, Politicians, Lawyers, 
Merchants, Uſurers, Civil Magiſtrates, Sporſ- 
men, Muſicians, Stewards of country Squires, 
and Tools of men in power, and even Com- 
panions of Rakes and Infidels: not to men- 
tion the ignorant herd of poor Curates, to 
whom the inſtruction of our common people 
is committed, who are accordingly, in Reli- 
gious matters, the moſt ignorant com mon 
people that are in any Proteſtant, if not in 
any Chriſtian ſociety upon the face of the 
earth. 

os There 


To function they have undertaken, or rather 
into which they have been driven; and! 


. 
There are to be found among the Clergy 
<> our Church geniuſes who are fit for almog 


any thing but the particular character and 


am much miſtaken if a college of Apoſtles 
would not find a large majority of us much 
fitter for ſomething\aſ.” 05, 


Such a one has been of great ſervice 
in an Election, or has made an excellent 
Poem, or underſtands the management of 
Horſes, or the improvement of Eſtates. 
But his circumſtances are ſlender; and it is 
A thouſand pities he is not better provided 
for —_Why, has heGreek and Latin enough 
to tranſlate a verſe i in the Teſtament, or to | 
turn an Article? O by all means prefer him 

in the Church, and give him a Living 8 
Would there not be as much propriety in 


making him a General Officer, or a Lord 
enk N we 


What is amazing in the affair! is, "that men 
may be met with who inſl ſt that all this! IS 23 
it 
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it ſhould be! and who do not ſee why a 
Gentleman ſfould be reſtrained from exert- 
ing his talents, and being uſeful or enters 
tanning in a ſecular capacity, becauſe be # 
nn def . 5 0 0 Dr: 
FE is not 5 e wile to examine the 
ceaſonings of ſuch people. They are very 
miſerable of courſe; and: are all founded 
vpon a Tpwſoy. per og, a capital error in our 
Church- government, which out of reverence 


for ee * L * to men- 
ton. | ET TSR SES S 2 — Las 6+ { 1 
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In thiſecions * our ar were on 
foot with..that claſs of Diſſenters who will 
not allow, ofa ſtated Miniſtry, we appealed 
with great adyantage to the Epiſtles of Paul 
and Peter, where the appointment of parti- 
cular perſons to the work of the Miniſtry is 
indeed ſufficiently clear. Theſe diſputes have 
ſublided ; nevertheleſs 1 ſuppoſe many of us 
may ſtill think theſe Scriptures to be none of 
the weakeſt titles we have to a maintenance 


in 11 Church. But ſurely, my Lord, with 
30 little 


„ 
ittle pertinence ſhall we alledge them in 
either caſe, if, along with the appointment, we 

do not take the charge ; namely, to give cur. 
ſelues aubolly to it; to wait upon! it, and mm 1. 
entangle curſelves with the affairs of this ifs 
and other intimations to the like effect, 
which are always to be found in the neigh. 
bourhood of every text: that relates to the 
Miniſtry. If a- Juſtice of the Peace, having 
ſettled. the circumſtances of filiation, or 3 
ſquabble about a pariſh rate, may with the 
utmoſt propriety: put on 'a Gown and hold 
forth the 1 important truths of the Goſpel to 
a congregation of Chriſtians, what- can a 
ſenſible, ſerious and eloquent mechanic want 
to equip! himſelf for a Preacher, but to waſh 
his hands, and to put off his Apron? And 
what wilt aur bleſſed Lord and Mafter far 
to us, when after a long time he' cometh 
and reckeneth with us, for taking the lucra- 
tive part of the text along with us, and 
* reſt det Ft. 


" Theſe, my Lord, are crying des and 
abuſes, ſcandals to thoſe Who are without, 
and 


. 
1nd abuſes of our own, flock, who adminiſ- 
ter to us of their carnal things, and eaſe us 
ofthe care and trouble of providing for our- 
elves and families by ſecular employments, 
purely that we may dedicate ourſelves and 
our time to their edification in Chriſt, Is 
it not, my Lord, in ſome ſort. tak 8 the 
childrens bread and caſting it to the dogs, 
when ignorant, vicious and ſecular men are 
admitted to or tolerated. in the miniſtry? 
The alluſion is coarſe, but it is the alluſion 
of a piqus and plain ſpoken prophet, who. 
can, when his ſubject demands it! ealt his 
language not only to elegance, but even to 
an admired and inimitable ſublimity. And 
ball we be ſo faftidious as to decline, thro 
a falſe delicacy, to refer laay and avaricious 
miniſters to _ claſs of animals by which 
the un ada 3 n | 
1 4 queſtion f hould-1 be Re ad means 
and by whoſe inſtrumentality ſhall theſe abuſes 
be corrected? let it be previouſly inquired 
into, what the preſent diſcipline of the 
church will do for us? If the application of 
"a>. 170 that 


U * 
175 would remedy theſe Giſordels certainly 
f- moſt inexcuſable are rey whoſe province it 
is to adminiſter it; and who theſe are 1s 10 


well known. | 7 b 4s 211 IAU 8 


li. SE 2 - 189! (19! 5 ain 9 14 * J 
LOS 


WM The _ cartons illend fiys, thas:® No 


2 —— 


« man being admitted à deacon or miniſter Bill : 
« ſhall thenceforth voluntarily-*relinquiſh } 
the ſame; nor afteribard uſe Himſelf in the 1 


« courſe of his life as a layman.” © But while? 
he keeps his Gown on his back, it ſhould 
ſeem by the 7th he may uſe himſelf as he 
pleaſes in the courſe of his life, provided. he 
does not give himſelf to any baſe or ſervil 
labour, or to drinking or riot, ſpending 
0 his time idly by day or by night, playing 
« at dice, Ae neee any Other un- 
% lawfut game. A clergyman therefore, 
by the leave of this canon, may be a juſtice 
of the peace, a country glazier, a nobleman's 
| Neward," or a merchant of many kinds of 
ſmall wares, becauſe none of theſe occupa- 
tions come within the deſcription of baſe and 
fervile labour. On another hand there is no 
canonical correction for a clerk who hunts 
or 
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cf ſhoots three or four days in the week; 
who is to be found at every horſe- race and 
cock · pit within ten miles of his Reſidence, 
and is as ſpruce and alert in every party of 
pleaſure, as the beſt Squire among them. 
The reaſon is (it can be no other) that theſe 
are not inſtances of that riot and idleneſs 
intended in the Canon: for ſurely it will 
not be ſaid that theſe Gentlemen do not uſe 
' themſelves in 7h courſe of their lives ag. 
Laymen, except in thoſe few deviations 
from it, Wha hay mount. the del and 
the ein Woh e b eh hne rr mi 
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tices of many of our Clergy will not admit; 
of this commodious comment in the articles ; | 


| of Drinking, Dice, Cards and Tables. And 
yet offenders, of this claſs are juſt as much 
conniyed at and ſecure from cenſure as the 
reſt ; excepting here and there a poor ſtupid 
drunken Curate who has quarrelled away 
all his friends; and even theſe have no great 
reaſon to com plain, their puniſhment ſeldom 
proceeding farther than à gentle rebuke. 
W 


i 
* 


_ 'P 
With reſpect to the article of Cards, 1 1 


ſometimes heard it gently whiſpered, Nui 
cuſtodiet ipſum cuſtodem? It ſeems ſome of 
our great Churchmen have been ſuſpected 
of an itch this way. But this is too tender 
a point to admit of any remarks of mine, 
Though ſome very free and reaſonable ones 
might be made upon it, not without a num. 
ber of authentic facts to ſupport them. For 
the honour of the calling however, and to 
preſerve all poſſible reverence for our ſupe- 
riors, I am willing to ſuppoſe. that every 
kind and degree of Chriſtian diſcipline would 
= faithfully adminiſtered by them, if their 

hands were not unhappily tied up by the 

nature of our n W ee conſti- 
tation. 

But e my Lord, I fear it will be dif- 
ficult to acquit them on another hand, either 
before God or man, if it be true, that, 
knowing and ſeeing, as they needs muſt, 
the tendency of this conſtitution, to coun- 
tenance ſecularity, hypocriſy and prevarica- 
tion in the Clergy, and all manner of vice 

real a "lt 


* 
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and licentiouſneſs among 1 the people, as: well 3 
as to give ſtrength and encouragement to 
impiety and infidelity, they not only are 
content to have it ſo, but * all tek ene 
keep it We 


That x" fats of; our Church lick: is | 


ſo contrived. as in too many caſes to defeat 
all the, good ends of a, Chriſtian, miniſtry, 


cover. 


5 nan · reſident incumbent, is not .qnly 


nonſenſe 1 in terms, but a character ſo utterly 


inconſiſtent with the duties of the Miniſterial 
calling, that let him preach his four ſermons 


in ſo many years, inſtead of ſo many months, 


like an Angel, the very circumſtance of 
turning his back upon his flock as ſoon as 
this piece of drudgery is. over, and, his rents 


in his pocket, and leaving them to a poor | 
Eurate; is ſufficient ta convince the firſt of 


his pariſnioners that dips. into Paul's, epiſtles 
to Timothy and Titus, that * man cannot 
denn be 1 in earneſt. 


needs no great pity a en 0 * N 
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The Subſcription of ſo many Miniſters 
every year to Articles' of Religion, which 
many of them underſtand not, and many 
others of them believe not (both of which 
have been publicly charged upon them in 

print very lately) affords ſuch ſuſpicions of 
impenetrable ſtupidity, voracious avarice, 
and proſtituted conſcience in the ſubſcribers, 
as will unanſwerably fix upon'the Church of 
England, as long as this ſtate of things ſhall 
Taft, all that odium and contempt which | 
reaſonable and upright men have for arbi- 


trary impoſitions, and mean and fordid ſub- 
miſſions to them. n 


* 
The abominable oppreſſions and partiali- 
ties of our Spiritual courts, ſupported, many 
of them, by no Law, and contrary, moſt 
of them, to the genius of our Civil policy, 
as well as to the plaineſt precepts of the 
| Goſpel, are the curſe of the poor, the jeſt 
of the rich, and the abhorrence of the wiſe 


and good even among the Clergy them- 
ſelves. 


And 


TH 1 


And if to this we add the ſtrange ex- 


preſſions, and childiſh ordinances in our 
Public worſhip, ſo different from the ſpirit 
and ſimplicity of the piety and devotion 
preſcribed in the Goſpel of Chriſt, and with- 


out all authority but the dreams and im- 
_ poſitions of fantaſtical and factious men; 


who can wonder that infidelity ſnould foread 
and flouriſh among us under this hopeful 
cultivation of its prejudices eg the Chriſ- 
tian religion ? 


Is it aſtoniſhing that ſuch a ſet of men as 
the Methodiſts ſhould ariſe, and attempt to 


awaken the drowſy heads, and alarm the 


| ſtupified hearts of our people, immerſed as 


they are in all the ſecular ſecurity into which 
the doctrines and examples of their own 
Paſtors may with too much probability be 
ſuppoſed to have thrown them? 


Who that conſiders, that there has not 


been one argument offered againſt a review 


of our Church affairs; which would not 
have operated at the Reformation with equal 


py truth 


- 
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entertain no doubt; though very poſlib 


Principle, as well as of ſome facts in Eccle- 
ſiaſtical hiſtory, are made to believe that 
every thing in the frame of any Church wil 


1 


truth and force in favour of Popery.— Who, 
I fay, that conſiders this, will be ſurprized 
at the numbers which are ſaid to be daily 


dropping from us into that horrid. abyſs of 
impiety and ſuperſtition f 


That all theſe things « are the ſubjecis of 
your Grace's meditations, as well as ours, 


your Grace may contemplate fome of them 
in a very different light from that in which 
they are exhibited to us, who have no way 
of eſtimating the rectitude of any thing con- 
cerning the Chriftian religion, but accord- 
ing to its agreement with the written Word 
of God; and who in conſequence of that 


be found inexpedient, unedifying and ob- 


ſtructive of the true deſign of Chriſtianity, 
in proportion as it deviates from that uner- 
ring ſtandard. 


wy LY 
7 is true the ron of national 


churches is a work full of difficulties, and 


has probably ſeldom, if ever, been effected 
by thoſe who had nothing but reformation 


in their view. But muſt it for that reaſon 
never be attempted ? Is there no body whoſe 


particular buſineſs, nay even whoſe indiſ- 
penhible duty! it is to * it? 


To whom then ſhall we look fr the be- 


ginnings of ſo great a bleſſing, with ſo much 
propriety, as to the Prelate at the head of 
our National Church? A Prelate of the 
greateſt piety? A Prelate of diſtinguiſhed 


principles in favour of truth and liberty ? | 
A Prelate of known contempt for the ſordid 
| accumulation of wealth, a Prelate of the 


moſt amiable and engaging humility, and 


upon whom the proſpect of loſing either his 
riches or his power in a righteous cauſe will 
make no impreſſion; in a word, a Prelate 


who having an heart to pity and an hand 


to relieve every human complaint, cannot 
be ſuppoſed to turn a deaf ear or an indif- 


c4 ferent 


ferent eye to diſtreſſes of the moſt grievous 


earth. 


affirm that, in the preſent ſituation of things, 
and whilſt your Grace is in poſſeſſion of 


| ſubordinate articles of human happineß, 
will excuſe your Grace at the great day of 
care of thoſe things, which reſpect the end- 


the people of England that are your Grace's 
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co! 
and therefore of the moſt moving nature, 


the diſtreſſes of conſcientious Miniſters of 
God's Word, ſtruggling in bonds, and la. 
bouring under burdens, which they can nei. 
ther bear without the moſt galling anguiſh 
of mind; nor break and caſt off without 
ruin to themſelves and families, and ſcandal 
to the ſociety, which they would wiſh to ſee 
perpetually Houriſhing in us honour, and 
dejervealy a name and a praiſe in all the 


Foie” 


Pardon me, my good Lord, if I ſhould 


your preſent ſtation and talents, no conſide- 
rations relating merely to the ſecondary and 


account, for neglecting or poſtponing the 


leſs felicity of mankind. It is the ſouls of 


province. To your Grace's charge theſe are 
2 com- 


committed by your God and your King: 
and permit me moſt humbly to ſuggeſt to 
your Grace, the very little merit there will 
be in your Grace's attention to affairs of 
the greateſt ſecular importance, whilſt theſe 
poor ſouls | are wandring in the paths of 
garkneſs and deceit, of diſorder and confu- 
fon, for want of any aſſiſtance that might 
be afforded them by your Grace 8 # r 
endeavours. 


Farbe the preſumptionfrom me of pointing 
out to your Grace, the means by which theſe 
endeavours ought firſt of all to be exerted. 
If your Grace's ſentiments accord with mine 
in any degree, the neceſſity of exerting them 
by ſme means will appear indiſpenſible, and 
will not eaſily be ſuperſeded by the proſpect 
of ſuch difficulties, as all attempts of this 
nature muſt be attended with, let them be 
made when or * whom ny will. 


It is the general ſenſe of mankind, my 
Lord, that your Grace's hands would not 
* ſtrengthened 3 in an undertaking of this 


kind 


„ 
kind by your Brethren on the venerah|, 
Bench; at leaſt, it is believed, that your 
Grace would not have the concurrence of; 
majority of them. The reaſons on whic, 
ſuch conjectures are grounded have been in 
part explained above. In ſo delicate an al. 
fair I preſume not to interpoſe my own judg. 
ment, farther than to ſay, that an oppoſition 
to any thing your Grace thinks fit to a. 
tempt for the ſervice of true Religion, mu 
be raiſed and managed to great diſadvantag 
in the eye of the public. Whatever plauſibl 
topics might be offered in favour of the pre 
ſent Eſtabliſhment, it would be hard to per- 
ſuade the thinking part of the world, tha 
men, who very probably have proſpects df 
riſing higher, which might be intercepted by 
a Reformation, are ſo much in earneſt a 
your Grace, who can have no ſuch proſpet;, 
who roſe to your preſent honours without 
any ſollicitation on your Grace's part, and, 
as moſt people are convinced, not without 
reluctance. 5 


14 1 


Itis believed, nay it is nlp known, 
hat your Grace's weight and influence 1 is 
ach greater where, in an enterprize of 
his nature, it might moſt happily be em- 
Joyed. All our Engliſh records afford not 
an example of a Prince who has been ſo 
tender of the Religious liberties of his people 
as our preſent moſt gracious King. And 
though this, and other bleſſings of his righ- 
teous government, may have been abuſed by 
an ungrateful, unthinking, diſſipated people, 
rendered wanton by a ſurfeit of temporal 
eaſe and proſperity, yet if one thing ſnould 
ſtill be found wanting to eaſe the conſciences 
of a ſerious and uſeful part of his Majeſty's 
ſubje&ts, and which, being ſupplied, might 
contribute to the amendment of thouſands 
neither ſo ſerious nor ſo uſeful ; .Is there a 
poſſibility that a caſe of this nature ſhould 
find no compaſſion in the Royal heart? Is 
there a man in the wor Id ſo proper, ſo every 
way qualified to recommend it to that com- 
paſſion as your Grace? Is there a wiſe or 
a good man in the kingdom who could 

diſaffe ed 
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diſaffected or inattentive to a cauſe ſo Sou 
and ſo recommended beſides by 1 its own un. 
9 ſpeakable 1 importance * 


permit me, my Lord, on this occaſion to 
refer your Grace to an anecdote commy. 
nicated to the world by a late free and im. 
partial conſiderer of the Free and Candid Di: 
quiſſtions, who is now pretty well known to 
be the mn Mr White. | 


« J have any informed, ſays 
ce this Gentleman, He [his preſent Majeſty] 
« has ſometimes ſaid to a late great Prelate, 

« when paying his duty at Court.— I ther: 
4 any thing, my Lord, you would have me d 
« for the Church of F J there is, lt 
« me know it K. ” 


Who this great Prelate was, or what 
anſwer he returned to his Majeſty's moſt 
_ gracious motion, Mr White ſayeth not. He 
was wiſe. That anſwer (for it is abſurd to 
think that no anſwer at all was returned) 

might 


* Free and Impartial Conſiderations, p. 56. Edit. 1751, 
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icht open a door for reflexions extremely 
ejudicial to the cauſe Mr bite had in 
and. In the mean time Mr Muite had a 
ae for his Majeſty's notion, more to his 
purpoſe than the Prelate's anſwer moſt ow 


— 


« his own motion will ſay. this, cannot re- 
« ceive otherwiſe than graciouſly, any pe- 
« tition for leave and opportunity to his 


it be * with nn and 8 
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Mr White kin; 6 Laid this, 1 e 
vas perſuaded that the Clergy never would 
petition his Majeſty for any ſuch leave; and 


bring a Review ino Convocation, but to keep 


implies, that the humor af the people would 
not admit of alterations from any body of 


bably would have been, 161 r oh ot 


For thus he'goes.on,——* And be whore 


| * Clergy to conſult together for is good, if 


the whole drift of his pamphlet is, not to- 
it ut of Parliament. His diſingenuity is too 


| viſible to be covered by his affected conceſ- 
tons. His argument in twenty places plainly: 


men; 


D047]. 
men; in Which I believe he is en much 
. e 


Bat let t likewiſe: OY our uk of this 
anecdote i in our turn. -His Majeſty i 18 ready 
do do every thing neceſſary for the good and 

welfare of the Church of England. Nothing 
8 be better for the Church of England, thay 
that her forms of worſhip ſhould be pure 
and evangelical; her diſcipline free from 
corruption, partiality and hypoeriſy; her 

_ - Paſtors, ſober, vigilant, faithful, laborious, 
abſtracted from worldly intereſts and plea- 
ſures, free from ſecular connexions as much 
as may be, and ornaments to and example 
of the Goſpel they preach to the people. 
Was the Church of England in full enjoy- 
ment of theſe bleſſings, when this queſtion 
was put by the Father of his people to this 
Prelate? I will venture to anſwer at my 
own peril, She was not. She is not yet. Had 
not his Majeſty reaſon to expect a true and 
faithful account of ſo important a caſe? 
0 then was not the truth diſcloſed to his 
Majeſty 


to 1 

Majeſty freely and honeſtly * Why have we 
cen none of the beneficial conſequences 
which might have been expected if the truth 
had been told? Let that great Prelate anſwer 
for himſelf at the great day of account? And 
be it not forgot by your Grace, that the place 
occupied by that Prelate is now filled by your 
Grace, and that your Grace is or may be in 
his ſituation, with reſpect to the opportunity 
referred to by Mr White, every time * 
Grace N 1 1 at Court. | 


"hel is true wi . opinion is; that the 
W preſent Miniſtry, if they would not oppoſe | 
a Review of our Church affairs, would- not 
encourage it. The reaſon of this Mr bite 
(perhaps inadvertently) hath given us. They 
think the Convocation is not to be truſted; they 
will embroil us. And I believe their appre- , 
henſions are juſt. The greateſt adverſaries 
of a Review are the dignified and opulent 
Clergy, who of courſe have a great majority 
of the reſt in their dependence. Of thefe 
the Convocation is compoſed, and ſhould 
the yon be n. with (which 1 
hope 


[48] 
I hope they never will, while the Convocation 
is thus compoſed) to refer a Review to that 
body, the members of it would certainly load 
the deſign with all the envy and clamor of 
the Jew - Bill, and might eaſily find the 
means of doing it without appearing to be 
at all concerned in it themſelves. 


ö 7 | 
k a . 


| But then the ſting may eaſily be taken out 
| of this objeQtion, and the Miniſtry effectu- 
| Ally cured of theſe apprehenſions, by your 
Grace's appearing cordially and ſteadily at 

the head of this great work. In that caſe your 

Grace would find a number of the Engljþ 

Clergy, as reſpectable for their piety, probity 

and learning as any ſet of men in Europe, 

openly and avowedly declaring for the fame 

cauſe. Men who are now brow-beaten and 

kept under by their Dioceſans, wherever 

they give room to ſuſpect what their true 

| principles are, and who therefore are obliged 

to mourn in ſecret for the maladies they can- 

' nbt cure. Add to this, my Lord, the vene- 

ration the Laity muſt naturally have for an 

eminent Prelate, whom they "ſee boldly in- 

5 curring 
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cutring the diſpleaſure and detaching bimſelf | 
from the ſupport of ſtrong and numerous 
alliances, for the ſake of truth and liberty, 
and the real intereſts of Religion, —A. vene- 
ration which muſt probably render a Mi- 
niſtry, or even a Parliament, unpopular, 

who ſhould ſhew any dilaffection, or appear 
to give any obſtruction to your. Grace' s ho- 
neſt and righteous « endeavours. 


But whatever grounds there may be for 
theſe conjectures, (and indeed conjectures 
they are and no more with reſpect to the 
body of the people, for whoſe inclinations, 
prejudices and humors no man can preſume 
to anſwer from day. to day) as things are 
now circumſtanced in the Church, your 
Grace can by no means think of delivering 
your own ſoul, without. an attempt to have 
them ſet right and corrected. 1 do not 
mean ſuch a faint and feeble attempt, as 
might perhaps give occaſion to. bury the 
cauſe for ages to come, ſuch an attempt as 
might ſerve juſt to ſave appearances and 
| diſculpate your Grace in the eye of human 


D Prudence; 


mortifications that attend it, or whatere 


when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be lad 
open, and every man receive according t 
the deeds done in the body, whether the 
be , or whether __ be evil. 


prizing, ſhould your Grace be curious to 


and importunate Remonſtrant, both which 
ſhould immediately be communicated to your 
Grace, if the knowledge of them could be 
| ſuppoſed to contribute in the leaſt degree to 
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prudence; but a zealous and vigorous 2. 
tempt, proportioned to the many grievanct 
and ſcandals which call ſo loudly for redief 
and correftion.—In one word, ſuch an 2. 


tempt, whatever may be the hazar ds and 


the event in which it may end, as will enable 
your Grace to give a joyful and comfortably 
account of the high and important charge 
committed to your Grace by the all- ſeeing 
God and his Chriſt, at that awful period, 


And now, my Lord, it will not be ſur- 


know the name and ſtation of this free 


the accompliſhment, of what he has been 6 
earneſtly pleading for. But as the circum- 
ſtances 


n a gradual ſubordination, the higheſt is 
from the loweſt, if his arguments deſerve 


can derive. no reſpect from his name or cha- 


racter.. 


The man himſelf, my Lord, is a ſerious 
Chriſtian, haſtning, in the decline of life, to 


hence, ſome proviſion made for the ſucceſ- 
fon of a more rational and righteous gene- 


next will prove, without 8 


In the cok of theſe reflexions, the mi- 


not eſcape his notice, though he had a no- 
tion that poſſibly neither of them might be 
ſo obvious to your Grace.—Pity, he thought, 
the one ſhould continue to be eſtimated by 
no other meaſure than the falſe, partial, 
5 evaſive 
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ances of the Writer of theſe papers, ſets him 
at as great a diſtance from your Grace as, 


no conſideration for their own ſake, they 


put off all his mortal connexions, not with- 
out eagerly. wiſhing to ſee, ere he depart 


ration of his countrymen, than he fears the 


ſerable ſtate of the Church, and your Grace's | 
influence towards the amendment of it, could 
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to Viſitation- books; or the idea of the othe 
leſſened by chimerical difficulties, raiſed an, 
magnified by thoſe who are perhaps afrai 


ſhine forth in a Province, where, thoug 


eſteem and reverence from much better men: 


might be prevailed with to try your ftrengt! 


conception and birth to theſe papers; upon 
which the Writer implores the bleſſing of 


his glory, the advancement of the kingdom 


52 . 
evaſive and 3 returns that are mad 


of nothing ſo much as to ſee your Gra 


your Grace might not have ſo many of 4 
compliments and adulations, your Grace 
would both have and deſerve true honour 


And if by a hint of all this, your Grac 


in this field of true glory, he thought it were 
even a fin not to give it, though no otherf 
conveyance could be found for it than the 
meaneſt ne? in the kingdom. 2 


Thale are We confideratiny which gave 


Almighty God, having nothing in view but 


Chriſt, and conſequently an increaſe of 
virtue and happineſs among mankind. It 
* is in the wrong, it is not what he intends, 

| and 


Wick papers, ſlight as they are, and what- 
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nd therefore can be no great loſer by his 


miſtake, being led into it by ſome of the 
wineſt and cleareſt documents in the New 
reſtament. On the other hand, if that book 
ontains the rule of Chriſtian life, he muſt be 
n the r ight, and in that caſe aſſures himſelf 


er reception they may meet with from 
our Grace, ſhall not utterly periſh. They 
nay be confamed in the flames, rot in the 
uſt, or be rendered unlegible by the moths, 
et will the time come when they ſhall be 
led from this ſtate of obſcurity and ob- 
nion, and admitted to bear their teſtimony, 
hen and where It will be no objection to 
hem that they were addreſſed to the 2 
relate in England, by, 


My Lox Db, 
Nur Grace's dutiſul Son 
| and bumble Servant, 
A PrivaTE CLERGYMAN; 
ov, gth RE | 0 | 
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